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There is a new courage in the people, a dauntlessness which perhaps has come
as a surprise on foreign onlookers. Passivity is yielding place to activity, individual
and organised. "We are no longer under the grip of the dead past, whether
political, social or religious. All authority is being questioned and sometimes
nobly defied. The love of liberty has spread. The submerged world of Woman in India
has been reclaimed and women are playing a brave and inspiring part in our
renaissance. I doubt if there has been a greater miracle than this wrought in
Indinn History, The splendid work done by Babu Rajendra Prasad in relief of the
havoc caused by the Earthquake in your Province is one instance amongst many
in proof of our new capacity for voluntary organisation on a large efficient scale.
Intrinsic worth commands more popular respect than office or riches. Public life
has' become much more the arena of action than of vapid argument. I think our
people now realise that there is a; difference between organisation and oratory and
that the difference favours the former. If India has acquired some standing
to-day amongst the nations of the World and is taken into acconnt as a possible
factor in World's affairs, it is due to the new capacity for Nationalism and all its
requirements that the country has been able to put forth in recent years,
Answering to the respect that foreign nations show to us now, there is a new
sense of self-respect and self-confidence growing in us from within. It will thus
be seen that there has been an unmistakable growth in our national manhood, a
broad upward change in our striving and status. Whether we will be able to
develop this dawn into the unclouded day of perpetual light and steady power, only
time can show. But the signs are not all auspicious, though there is no absolute
warrant for pessimism.
RELATIVITY OF PROGRESS
It is not enough that we change for the better, but we must do so with
sufficient rapidity to be able to maintain ourselves in the struggle for international
existence ; and as we have fallen far backward, much leeway has to be made. Our
progress to be effective must be progress not merely relatively to our own past
but relatively to what the other nations in the East and the West are achieving in
the living stirring present, That is the saving test.
OBSTACLES TO INDIAN PROGRESS :   SOCIAL
The dead past still weighs too heavily on us. Our great Poet, Rabindranath
Tagore, has described and lamented the defects of Hindu Society with an emotion
and in language that can never be excelled for their pathos and penetrating
beauty. _The number of those who mistake Nationalism for Revivalism and
Primitiyism is not small. Cultural obscurantism cannot promote solidarity amongst
the Indian _ races, and without such solidarity the achievement of political liberty
is not possible. True, there has been a commendable amount of social reform
legislation as a result of the more liberal constitution established under the
Montford Scheme. For instance, inter-communal marriages have been legalised.
But whether there has been sufficient response to the opportunities for promoting
social solidarity thus opened up is perhaps still a matter for debate. Then there is
that persisting canker of Hindu Society, untouchability, a blot on our humanity.
COHMUNALISM
Indian Society has yet   to   solve   the   communal   problem and to evolve from the
medley of contending races and   creeds   common   secular   citizenship.   How   strained
the relations between the Hindus   and   the   Muslims   are   the   recent   Bombay riots
have shown.   It is not perfectly   easy   or safe to found   a self-governing state in the
crater ^of ^a   communal   volcano   ready   to   erupt   at   every   religious festival and
procession'.   Whether   these   blood-baths   are   a   form of religious  purification, I do
not tnow.   But   humanly   speaking   they   appear   to   be   a tragedy, and a trine too
frequent   The   situation   has   steadily worsened   since 1921.   Can we not be Indians
politically   aad   for   secular   purposes, without   ceasing   to be, if we are so minded,
untrue in religion and   spiritual   culture   to our   respective   traditions ?   After all, it
is a state that we want to found, and neither   Temple. Mosque nor Mutt,   But indeed
tke obligations to   the- past should   never   be regarded   as more  important   than our
obligations; to the future.   For, the past is dead,   even if   not altogether   deadly, and
itts tor the future that the present  is or should be   a preparation.   Broadening time
-TOTritot How back to its narrow source however fervently priests mutter their   incan-